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Intrafamilial Transmission of Hepatitis C Virus
Dear Editor,
The chronic viral hepatitis caused by hepatitis C virus (HCV) is one of the most important health issues of today. Nearly 200 million people are infected with HCV all over the world.
1 Epidemiological research indicates that the most important transmission route of the disease is by parenteral means, which can be incurred by transfusion of blood or blood products, intravenous drug use, occupational injuries by needles or conjunctival transmission, hemodialysis and concluded that the intrafamilial transmission rate of HCV is similar to the rate of transmission in healthy subjects. However, the duration of exposure with anti-HCV positive index cases is a significant risk factor particularly for spouses in the intrafamilial transmission. concluded that in marriages exceeding 15 years, this rate would be much higher. 5 In the present study, the four anti-HCV *MK Celen, C Ayaz, B Dikici, S Hosoglu, MF Geyik positive contacts included two spouses. The marital status of both positive-spouses was up to more than 30 years.
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